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 Chad Lewis is the associate 
athletic director of development at 
BYU. He grew up in Orem, Utah, 
with a dream to play football for 
BYU. He served as a missionary in 
the Taiwan Taichung Mission and 
says being a missionary changed his 
life in every good way.
 When he came home from Taiwan 
he enrolled at BYU and walked 
onto the BYU track team as a high 
jumper. He quickly changed sports 
and made the football team as a 
walk-on. His favorite move on the 
football field was jumping over 
defenders. Chad said that playing 
for LaVell Edwards and wearing the 
BYU uniform was one of the great 
honors of his life.
 At BYU he met his wife, Michele 
Fellows, who was a two-time 

All-American for the BYU women’s 
volleyball team. They married in the 
Las Vegas Temple and have since 
raised seven wonderful, and very 
tall, children.
 Chad played for nine years in 
the NFL, helping the Philadelphia 
Eagles get to the Super Bowl with 
two touchdowns in the NFC cham-
pionship game. He was selected to 
the Pro Bowl three times. His head 
coach was Andy Reid, who also 
played football at BYU.
 Chad worked as the general man-
ager for Century Steel for two years. 
After Century Steel was acquired, 
he left the industry to write his book 
Surround Yourself with Greatness, 
published by Deseret Book. Chad 
serves as an ambassador for the NFL 
around the world, especially in China.
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PLAN NOW TO ATTEND.

& Chocolate

Zoning regulations catch off-campus residents off guard

B y  E R I C A  P A L M E R

When he moved into a base-
ment apartment with his wife 
and two babies just a few blocks 
from BYU campus, he didn’t 
know the apartment he was 
moving into was illegal.

“What can I do?” Isai Mer-
cado, a computer science 
student from Mexico, said, 
shrugging his shoulders. A 
neighbor told him his housing 
situation was technically ille-
gal after he had already signed 
a year-long contract.

According to Gary McGinn, 
Provo’s director of community 
development, this is an issue 
that Provo City runs into quite 
often. Homeowners will buy a 
property near campus and rent 
it out to multiple families, often 
students, when the property is 
only zoned for a single family.

Although its the homeown-
er’s responsibility to use their 
property in accordance with 
the law, innocent tenants like 
Mercado can be affected by the 
consequences.

“It doesn’t matter if you pay 
all kinds of money to live in a 
place that the homeowner told 
you you could live in if it’s ille-
gal,” McGinn said. “They mis-
led you.”

If the zoning department 
becomes aware of an illegal zon-
ing situation, the homeowner 
must come in compliance with 
the law.

“If what they are doing is ille-
gal, it’s illegal,” McGinn said. 

This often requires tenants to 
leave their apartments, despite 
the contracts they signed.

“I’m not worried, but it seems 
weird to me that the contract 
has to break,” Mercado said. “If 
one day the landlord comes and 
says we have neighbors com-
plaining, I signed a contract 
that I would be living here for 
one year.”

Garry Briggs, manager of 
the BYU Off-Campus Housing 
Office, said all BYU-approved 
properties are required to sub-
mit a waiver stating they are 
zoned correctly before BYU 
will approve them, leaving most 
single undergraduate students 
unaffected.

However, this can be an issue 
for married and graduate stu-
dents who are charged with the 
responsibility of finding their 
own housing outside of BYU 
restrictions.

“Don’t tell them where you 
live, or they’ll come looking,” 
said Tim Morrison, a man 
who has lived in one of these 
uniquely-zoned neighborhoods 
near BYU campus for at least 
50 years. He said his entire 
street is zoned for single-family 
homes, but nearly every home 
has at least two families occupy-
ing the upstairs and basement.

But as far as he knows, the 
Provo zoning department has 
never done anything about it.

“When you drive down the 
street and you look at a house, 
you can’t tell just by looking at 
it whether it’s a duplex or not or 
whether there are two families 
living in a home,” McGinn said.

C o u c h e s 
being stored 
on the porch, 
t o o  m a ny 
cars parked 
on the road 
and an excess 
of garbage 
are among 
the things 
that spark 
c ompl a i nt s 
from neigh-
bors and can 
get tenants 
a nd  t hei r 
landlords in 
trouble.

“If people 
are quiet and 
fit in and they 
are not park-
i ng ever y-
where and 
t hey don’t 
have trash 
everywhere, 
t h e y  g o 
unnoticed,” 
McGinn said.

However, he still recom-
mends that tenants become 
educated about zoning regula-
tions before they sign rental 
contracts.

“A smart landlord is check-
ing out the person they are 
renting to. If the landlord is 
doing that with the student, the 
student probably ought to check 
out who their landlord is,” he 
said.

He recommended that stu-
dents who are signing a rental 
contract first ask the landlord 
if they have a rental leasing 

agreement. Or better yet, they 
should go to the city and find 
out from city planners.

For any questions related 
to zoning, contact the Provo 
Department of Community 
Development.

Map courtesy Provo Department of Community Development 
The high demand for student housing leaves Provo 
with an interesting, and often complicated zoning 
situation. 

Police Beat
DISORDERLY CONDUCT

March 22  Officers spoke with some individuals about throwing 
water balloons at Helaman Halls.

SEX OFFENSE

March 15  An individual reported being inappropriately 
touched by another individual at Heritage Halls.
March 18  A man entered an apartment at Wyview and sexu-
ally assaulted the tenant.
March 19  An individual reported being inappropriately 
touched by another individual at Heritage Halls.
March 19  An individual issued a delayed report of being 
inappropriately touched by another individual at the Harris 
Fine Arts Center on Mar. 6.
March 19  An individual reported being inappropriately 
touched by another individual at Lot 49.
March 19  An individual reported being inappropriately 
touched by another individual.
March 19  An individual issued a delayed report of being 
inappropriately touched by another individual at the Bean 
Museum on Jan. 1.
March 20  An individual issued a delayed report of being 
inappropriately touched by another individual at Wymount 
Terrace on Mar. 11.
March 20  An individual issued a delayed report of being 
inappropriately touched by another individual on Feb. 20.
March 21  An individual issued a delayed report of being 
inappropriately touched by another individual in Lot 23 on 
Jan. 15.

THEFT

March 17  An individual reported a stolen bicycle at Heritage 
Halls. It was determined the bike was impounded.
March 18  An individual reported textbooks being taken from 
the Eyring Science Center.
March 18  An unattended longboard was reported taken in the 
Wilkinson Center.
March 18  An individual reported property taken form a ve-
hicle in Lot 39.

CRIMINAL MISCHIEF.
March 20  An individual reported writing on the cement outside 
the Maeser Building.

STALKING

March 20  Officers responded to report of an individual possibly 
stalking another in the JKB.

THREATENING

March 20  An individual reported that another individual made 
a veiled threat in the MTC.

CRIME
Comparing crime 
across campuses

Continued from Page 1

According to Alexia Shur-
mur, editor-in-chief of UNLV’s 
“The Rebel Yell,” university 
police are trying to catch a thief 
who steals bikes and bike parts. 
In an attempt to catch the cul-
prit the police are using a bait 
bike, which they monitor in 
hopes of catching the thief in 
the act.

Shurmur said the location 

of UNLV’s campus and the fact 
that it is an open campus that 
anyone can walk 
onto contributes to 
the crime rate of the 
campus. “UNLV is 
in kind of a sketchy 
area,” Shurmur said. 
“It’s not somewhere 
you want to hang out 
at night.”

Motor veh icle 
t hef ts  a re a l so 
a major issue at 
UNLV. From 2010 to 
2012 UNLV had an 
average of 24 vehi-
cle thefts per year. 
Shurmur said UNLV is a com-
muter campus, so there are 

many cars at campus at a time. 
She also said it’s common for 

vehicle thefts to occur in the 
parking lots that don’t have 

security cameras.
The crime that received the 

most attention in the 
last school year, how-
ever, was a sexual 
assault that occurred 
in the dorms. She 
said the incident 
received a lot of atten-
tion because sexual 
assaults are rare at 
UNLV.

Despite relatively 
low levels of crime, 
Lemmon cautioned 
BYU students against 
becoming too compla-
cent. He said BYU stu-

dents can be too trusting, which 
can lead to trouble.

“UNLV is in kind of a sketchy 
area. It’s not somewhere you 
want to hang out at night.”

Alexia Shurmur
Editor-in-cheif of UNLV’s university 

paper, “The Rebel Yell”
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